Tails from the Other Side: Pets & the Paranormal Questionnaire

As noted in our Call for Submissions, you do NOT need to be a writer to submit to this volume.  Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability to help us in our editorial process for this volume.  By filling this out, we are not accepting your submission for publication but are expressing interest-- and a need to know more.  Please send your responses in a .DOC file with your FULL NAME in the filename.  
1. 1. Can you describe your writing skill? Are you a professional? (If so please note your publications and genre &/or discipline.) If not, do you have writing aspirations, but are as of yet unpublished? (If yes, please tell us your genre [if fiction] or your discipline [if academic or non-fiction].)  Or, do you consider yourself not remotely a writer?

2. Is your submission completely and totally NON-fiction? (Note: if you have a need to change names or locales to protect your identity [or someone else's] and yet all other details of the story are true, accurate, and actually happened with zero exaggeration then the submission is NON-fiction.)

3. Has this submission been published elsewhere or submitted for publication?  If it has, please provide the complete details of the publication or where it was submitted, including dates.  If your submission was considered for publication or rejected, we do not judge but need that information for our records.  If you have submitted this elsewhere but have not heard back, for either acceptance or rejection, we need that as well.  

4. Regardless of your response for the first question: do you need our assistance in completing your submission? Please note: while we may accept very short pieces or vignettes, we are looking for substantial submissions a minimum of 1000 words.

The following questions should be answered ONLY if you need our assistance to complete or flesh out your submission. If you will be writing your submission wholly on your own, the above information is all we need.  However, please review the following questions to make sure you've included the information in order to give as complete a story as possible.

If you require our assistance, you can answer the following in a Q&A format, giving a healthy response. One word or one sentence responses won't suffice. We need as much information from you as possible.  You can alternatively write a piece incorporating your responses into a whole essay. Please paste that response below this questionnaire with a title if you have one in mind.

5. To make any story feel complete be sure to denote the backstory of your pet – It is important for the reader to empathize and care about the situation.  Here are some questions to consider regarding a relevant backstory to your encounter:  How long did you have pet? How did you come to own pet? What was the personality of the animal? Did he/she has any special quirks? What do you feel made your pet unique? Did you feel there was a “special connection” with you? We also need to know what kind of pet was it-- species please-- and a description (verbally). Please do NOT attach images of your pet. 
6.  The experience in question must be paranormal in nature. Can you describe why the incident would be considered paranormal? Was any evidence taken-- photos, audio, et cetera-- of the incident? (see question 11 below for further detail on evidence.)  Keep in mind, just because evidence may not be present, it doesn't mean we (the editors of this volume) discount the story.  But, we need to know from you how your story fits into the scope of the volume.  Also, keep in mind, paranormal doesn't necessarily equate a negative Poltergeist-like haunting.  
7. Did the experience happen to you?  Or did it happen to one of your animal companions, a family or personal friend, a family member?  When and where did this happen (both physical location and geographical location)?  If noting an animal companion, please tell us what species.

8. Can you describe the entity involved or the experience using as many descriptive terms as possible? Was it of a deceased animal companion, or something else?  Again, please use as much description as possible.  Please also refrain from diagnosing the situation or using overly negative terms like “demon.”  We want you to describe the entity or experience without giving specific labels, at this point.

9. Would you say the encounter was positive or negative?  Why?

10. Describe your emotions at the encounter. You can also give a list of descriptive terms. Please refrain from saying “I was afraid.”  Give more detail than that.  Example: “I was so terrified that my mouth went dry, pain spread across my chest, and I honestly thought I was having a heart attack.”   Or, if a positive situation, refrain from saying simply “I was happy.”  Give as much detail as possible.

11. Were you able to get any evidence for the encounter?  If so, what was the evidence?  Do you still have it and would you be willing, or able, to share it with us? 

12. Describe the encounter as best as possible, using as much description as possible.  For example, if you explain the story of how an animal companion appeared to you after he or she had passed on, tell us exactly where you were and the entity was.  Don't just say: Fido appeared in the room.  Tell us what room, where you were, who else was present, what time did this happen, how did Fido appear-- a solid entity, shadow, transparent apparition, was it just a feeling, a smell or sound, et cetera and so on.  

If there are any other details that you feel are relevant that have not been covered in the above questionnaire please include those here. If you wish to use your responses to pen an essay/story, please attach that below. 

